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(< oi»ntkt. mi) him a t once," said Magnum to the 

ST you five thousand," snap- butler. 

• V_* ped Magnum brusquely. B °yd came to ,he library, dusting 

“Five thousand pounds for a: *°" IC bread crumbs off hi. ample 

, . .. . waistcoat, decidedly on his dignity at 

consulting fee! exclaimed bis visitor. , hif a ^ Bnered interruption. 

"No. not pounds-guineas." I . whal (hi| impon.^ matter?" 

"But that's preposterous!” i he demanded. 

Magnum pointedly turned his back, "1 want you and your family to 

and called loudly through an open lfavt *>« housc now -" ««umed Mag- 
. . . .. , . . . num authoritatively, 

door into his range of private labora- .... . .. „ 

. “We re in the middle of dinner." 

OT Jt*' . , . . , “I know. So much the better. 

Cot that combustion analysis fin- , . ..... _ 

. . Leave the meal as it is and go off to 

isned. some ho|el „ 

From twenty yards a diffident, al- ... . _ . 

moit inaudible voice murmured ,. 0 a 

something about “only the weighing . y “ u ‘ rr 

of the CO2 bulbs. ... . 

N „ |H t . j 11 . When I take up a case, I expect a 

Hurry! shouted Magnum, and , . , - . , : 

. , . . . tree hand. I want an empty bouse, 

then turned again to his prospective , , . . . 

.. . . . . • . , . , left just as It IS. The servants are 

client with Vather the air of a school- M . , r , . a 

. to parade before me. and then go off 

master about to demonstrate an ele- #| onef your ^ |q fo „ 

men.ary proposition in geometry for lh . yf madc ki 

the fifteenth time to a particularly ... • 

. arrangements.’ 

dense dunderhead. ... .. , 

.. . . - 1 Leave the house empty? 

Magnum knew his own value as a • . . . 

a C , * cs. You re insured against burg- 

scientinc consultant, and had none of . . ... ° 

. .... . . lary, I suppose ? 

the usual scientist s modesty about „ 

. , Of course, 

brusque and .... ... 






jlhe relentless taskmaster. . . ,y 1 , 

«... . . . *nd garrets packed with reserves of 

I They took a bundle of cigar, to experiment,! apparatus. In the back 

| Magnum's private laboratories in the wall was a locked door leading to the 
I city, and started to work on the diffi- waterside where Magnum kept Fifi, 
cull analysis of the complex combus- '* motor launch. 

tion products of tobacco. The case A,r “ na,J ?“ “ * particularly ted,- 
p . . , .. , OUS and trying procedure, and in this 

seemed clear now. Sir Julian smok- cuc there were twelve different tam¬ 
ed; so would young Boyd. Lady plet to investigate. Magnum could 

Boyd and the daughters would get barely keep his temper under control 

■L, as for three days on 'end the young 

_ , . Welshman worked on them, one after 

But the housekeeper? Why was another. with his meticulous careful- 


Cyanogen 


part of a night Magn -m superintend-, J. I. Thomson method." 

S&'ed impatiently the meticulously care- | This is a highly delicate game which 
ful and painstaking work of his sub- 1 involves the playing of cushion can- 
,n j ordinate, lending a practical hand nons with atoms far smaller than any 
| now and a^am, but leaving all deli- microscope can detect. Meredith was 
l f cate operations to the young Welsh- one of the very few men who have 
c "imam The result was perfect from mastered the technique of the game, 
ith the technical aspect—the higher alka- But the J. J. Thomson method 
loids were neatly distilled off. sepa- yielded no result beyond what would 
rated and identified. But they reveal- happen with normal air. 

‘*'cd nothing unusual in the cigars. Magnum was now thoroughly 

By now the dullness and internal aroused. Six days of trying work had 
pains had gradually worn off. Mag- been pasted. If hr did not solve thr 
num. angry at the negative result of | mystery inside the seven days he had 
the analysis, took a couple of £| K ar > stipulated for. his reputation would be 
Booby! growled Magnum, poked |of the same brand as before, smoked iseriously damaged. Food and drink 
■ rri u f _ . , had been put out of court; cigars had 

I fll/fllllV'lilMlIKKMlIiMBMfl | i - / 1 been proved innocent; air was 

il' Loll 
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” Rubbish I" said Magnum con- lary wreck in the Boyd mansion for cigar, 
temptuously, and dismissed her. the sake of appearances. thoug 

The family went to make their own Now, the mystery seemed by no 
packing arrangements, and Sir Julian means simple. They might have to 
telephoned to a Piccadilly hotel to analyze hundreds of foods and drinks. 
engage rooms and have a commis- Magnuiu adjourned to the library, doIln l 
sionaire sent to sec to their trunks. where he threw coals on the dying "W 1 
Meanwhile, Magnum's waiting taxi fire, worked il up to a cheerful blaze, krepc 
had been ticking up twopenccs with and drew up an armchair to the "I 


him. His manner was 
rough-edged to the point of boorish¬ 
ness, and no one would have put up 
with such inrivility had it not been 
for his infernal cleverness in his spe¬ 
cial field. In the City of London lie 
stood as the undisputed head of his 
profession. In age he was anywhere 
from forty to fifty; in appearance he 
was lean and wiry and as hard as 
nails, with a straggling mustache and 
short beard of a sandy red. and a 
bilge bald head coveicd with knobs 
and bumps like the bare, stony sum¬ 
mit of a kopje. He acknowledged no 
front name—called and signed himself 
Magnum, like a peer or prince. He 

was a bachelor with a dwelling place,. ... . 

. . , behind, eyed Magnum 

somewhere on the i luiustead 

marshes. 

Turning to his visitor. Sir Julian I 
Boyd, lie sketched out the situation I 
with a series of taps on the table I 
from the born spatula lie held in his [ 
hand: , 

“You and tour family are suffering 
from a mysterious form of poisoning. 

You've consulted doctors and tliry 
can’t place il You've bad the water 
analyzed, the milk analyzed, the 
whole of your lood analyzed. Noth¬ 
ing found wrong with them. Mean¬ 
while you're all tied up with these 

gastric pains-" 

Sir Julian did at that moment wince 
and pass liis hand feelingly over his 
ample lower waistcoat. 

"—and if you don't trace the source 
of the trouble, you'll soon be order¬ 
ing your coffins. If it's not worth 
five thousand guineas to you to have 
the problem cleared up, you put a 
cheap value on your health." . 

"But would you guarantee to solve | ^" exl wccl 
the mystery?" a « a,n - Atl 

“If the problem - , solvable. III solve ,he 
it If I take up your case, my repu- ,llc ol 

latiun's at stake VYhat better guar- keeper. A| 

.inter could you have?" drmanded whtn ,hr 5 r 
Magnum truculently. M< vanishc 

Sir Julian caved in before this | " Then wl 

brusque authoritalivencss "Very i •' la K' mm h 
well." said he. "I put the case in ' oun B 11 
your hands." jRestion, bu 

Magnum passed him pen and ink. j ** ,f on ,hr 
"Cross the check to my bank— l aml ** ad >' 

Contis'." lie replied, for he made it a '••"Kthil.v ll 
business rule to get bis fees in ad-| a *’* C- k-’ont 
saner. Analysis 


Seeing Sir Julian's 


"Leave for how long?" he asked. 

"Say a w.cek. I may be able to 
solve the problem in a day, but it'll 
be safer to say a week." 

."I'll consult with my wife," con¬ 
ceded Boyd, and presently, like a 
shepherd with his flock, he returned 
with his wife and family. 

Young Boyd, trailing mutinously 
with consider¬ 
able hostility, found the return gaze 
disconcerting, and switched liis look 
of displeasure on to Meredith, who 
wilted under it. 

Sir Julian made a cursory introduc¬ 
tion of visitors to family, and 1 -adv 
Boyd look the word, explaining 
I symptoms and suspicions at great 


^ *•- --.<£!* 

"I want you and your family to leave the house now." 

I cigar cabinet near, h* helped himself | savagely at thr lire, ami returned to 
1 to a brace oi fat and moncyril-look- j his thinking. 

mg cigars. Meredith did not smoke At three in the morning he gave 
I —'t made him ill. I up w ork, roused the again dozing boy 

and the two went up to their bed¬ 
rooms. 

deep 


llte -po-i.il ro.il jon littrn has lieen 
impregnated with a ^•luti.in that gives 
off cyan-•gen ga« wl-en the coal's 

alight 

"Cyanwlr on men prii-00 acid'" 
ejaculated the startled Sv Julian. 

"No. r.ot •raiielr cyanogen." re¬ 
turned Magnum impatiently. 

"'It - - poisonous?" 

“Yes. 111 sufficient quantity. I nd r 
the actual condition- oi hunting, old - , 
minute trace- c .me out from thr gran 
The bulk of if g.-es np the cimnntv 
When you -it close to the tire, you m 
hale those minute trace- lien air 
analysis wouldn't show the presence 01 
cyanogen unless a -.untile were taken 
from in front oi the burning tin Keen 
I couldn't smell it " 

“Hut I've never heard 01 coal lieing 
poissaion-!" 

"Nor have I Tin- coal ha- been doc¬ 
tored by -omr one." 

"Wl.o-e civil 1* it"" asked Fir Julian 
of bis wife 

"It come* from the Fen-v-Clyd Col¬ 
liery Company." answered Lady Boyd. 
"We have always dealt with them in 
London." 

"But that's Llewellyn's collier- I" 
blazed out Sir Julian. 

It was now Magnum'- turn to be 
puzzled- 

“Who's Llewellyn?” he demanded. 
“And where does lie come in?" 

“The man who tried 10 buy the 
land away from me at the auction 
sale! lie wanted it for hi- own town 
house. Is it possible that he would go 
so far as to try and poison myscli and 
my family?" 

,r c*° t 1* “Everything's possible.” -returned 
ncht 01 cli- Magnum “Kut much more likely that 
"• .. e Y he wanted merely to drive you out ■< 
* sol| tary the house. Get you to sell it off. A 
at very ingenious scheme." 

“A very dastardly scheme, sir!" re¬ 
torted Sir Julian. 

.I. that depend- on the point of 

I was looking at the scientific 
__—. answered Magnum 

, .- - ' a * grimy In his inner thoughts, he was remein- 

UJiSHS. yrar .\° f a «“j"“lated bering that thi- Llewellyn had com- 
“ * "** ~ m —~ l. 1 .. v mystified him—Magnum, the 

■hiclt the laboratories had acknowledged head of his prolr-siuii - 
TL * ‘- L " 'or that, he 


in the morning, lie 
liis head was 
were no internal 

. were innocent. 

But if food, drink and smokes could 
’•'I 1 lie eliminated from the mystery of tht 
I sually he woke 1 Boyd mansion, what in thunder was 
no mat- r*" - cau *« ol Ihe -icknc-* and pains? 

The atinospherc of the library or 
.bedrooms that must be it. Soinr- 
now Ins head vva.s|t|,i nK |,oi-onous in the air of the 
felling dreidcly house. 

below, sharp pains were I “Bring along globes for air sam¬ 
ples, he called to Meredith, and the 
latter obediently vacuumizrd a dozen 
large glass globe- with airtight taps. 

Back at the Boyd house, deserted 
and looking horribly neglected with 
its litter in thr dining-room and 
kitchen, its burned-down fires, its tin- 
made beds and ils still curtained win¬ 
dows, Magnum began to «niff atmo¬ 
sphere with a ferocious intensity of 
purpose., like a wolf scenting the 
wind* Nothing peculiar tanged liis 
keen sense of smell, lie then order- 


liad a spirited auction duel with a ** was a N °f well-known brands. 

Cardiff colliery owner who also want- Similarly with the liqueurs, 
rd the site for his town residence. ’ * l ' a and coffee r 
Boyd, bringing up financial guns ** ad ■I*® been analyzed, 

from the Kimberly diamond field. ’ rhc <«o Misses Boyd began to eye 

bad beaten him down and erected a d,c young Meredith. Seeing 

splendid mansion. j him blushing, they continued the ocu- 

Magnum drove there in the even- j * ar a ** a£ ks with minx-like maticious- 
ing with the young fellow whose dif-* nfss - be edged around behind Mag- 
fulrnt voice had answered something num, his pillar of protection, 
alxiut "CO." bulbs." This young j The butler knocked and entered to 
Welshman—Ivcr Meredith by name announce that the servants were now 
—was his chief’s right hand. Mag- ready to depart. Magnum strode out 
mini himself was the organizing brain 1 to the ball, where they were lined up 

and thr commercial acumen of the in strict order of precedence, begin- 

fintt, but he was too hasty of tern - 1 ing with the prim housekeeper and 
perament to be fitted for llte detailed ending with the "tweeny" 
work of scientific analysis, which re- boot boy. Each had his or 

quires the manual technique of a vir- or package of clothes to lake away, jlars, gas-supply, 
tuoso pianist and the |iatiencc of a Magnum, impervious to hostile looks, 

lace worker. , went through every package to make intents. Magnum was naturally gift- 

The young fellow was very shy,‘sure that nothing suspicious was bc-|t-l ."_”_ 

very modest, very diffident 
nicring and stuttering if he had to j Then 
speak to a client, and blushing bor- ception 
ribly if lie had to make conversation j whom he wished to 

with a woman. He looked up to I Her symptoms, as she described monograph on odors. 

Mag num as a master, a protector, and j them, corresponded closely to the He employed his sense of smell on 
a being of immeasurable powAs. | family symptoms. She suspected i every food substance in the house, 

The taxi conveying them arrrived j that some one had a grudge against j including the remnants of the Boyd Some poison might be dropped into 

at Sir Julian's house when the fam- j the family and wanted to poison meal, which by his orders had been the milk for the family table. We 

ilv—husband, wife, two grown-up | them all. allowed to remain in statu quo. can't trust blindly to a humbug cer- 

daughtrrs a nearly grown-up son—j “Who?" demanded Magnum. 1 Meredith watched him with implicit 1 tificatc." 


"These analyst s certificates"— 

Magnum flourished a sheaf of papers 

givm him by Sir Julian—"they look) Magnum woke out of 
very pretty w ith the results taken out I in broad daylight 
to seven significant figures, but what | fresh as a country meadow- 
arc they worth?" iter what late hours lie had been | 

The young Welshman studied keeping. But 
llirm. buzzing and he was 

“I don't think I should like to trust sick. l>o»n 
with to thrill altogether," was his diffident gnawing at him. 
n on'conclusion. "They seem to lie rout- "Splendid'" cr 

They were tl 
usual humbug. He was right < 
own i Look at this item on the milk certifi- 

solution 

1 nought nought nought point nought 
| nought four seven grammes.' Other 
voice rang out con- 

tric-liglit and electric-power arrange -1 trniptuously. "They might be the 

poisons of the Borgias for all this 
cd with an inordinately keen sense of fellow knows!” 

stam-|ing carried away from the house . 1 smell. In his early days, before he "But wouldn't the servants be 
he dismissed them, with the ex -1 had started out as a scientific consult- drinking the same milk as the fain- 
thc prim housekeeper,; ant and was merely a university post- ily?" 

itudent, he had written a j “We have to eliminate everything 


They examined the house front crl- 
lar to roof. Magnum striding ahi ad 
and jingling the bunch of liousi 
er's keys. Meredith following 
eyes fixed more on his chief th 
the articles examined, lie was 
lent to leave the thinking end of the 
work to Magnum ami let It 
mind run fallow until some definite I cate 
and the analytical task were assigned to him. 
her bag They investigated pantries ant’ cel- 
water-supply. elec- 


mystery. No need to go through the 
tedious analysis of food' and drinks, 
because he had neither eaten nor 
drunk m the house. That eliminated 
a possible couple of months' work. 

He had smoked two of Fir Julian's 
cigars. Was that the solution’ 

He rushed to Meredith's room and 
roused the sleeping boy. 

feeling?" he de¬ 
manded. 

Meredith rubbed the sleep from liis 
eyes. “I feel very sick," he con¬ 
fessed. 

“Excellent." 

■ n < . . c,crlt ,hal ^‘ r - Magnum was away 

So do I. Head buzzing and pains his laboratories or elsewhere. Then 
^hooting about the interior. We've thr client would be handed a card 
both got the symptoms. I was . wi,h a ncat map showing him 

1 • c . 1 i- ( , , . , how to get to the uninviting wilds of I vtrw 

smoking Fir Julians cigars last night j Lpp< . r fhames street. 1 

—you were near me. You got my I A very high, spiked w 
smoke. Sec it now?” f . 

“I'm feeling very bad, " said the S001 - £nclo *'<l. on three sides the piete^ 
vountr fellow dismally ground on w^hicli the laboratories had acknowledged head of hi* pi 

1 a .. been built. The fourth side, fronting for six days and nights. Fc 

Doesn t matter. Rouse yourself, the street, was composed of some rather admired Llewellyn. 


solid-!' 


are 




















